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not permitted to go to war, nor to shed blood; he was com-
manded [by God] only to call people to God, to be patient
under persecution, and to turn away from the ignorant . .
but when the Quraysh [i. e.9 the Meccans] rebelled against
God, . . . denied His Prophet, tormented and exiled those
who followed Him, who believed in His unity and His
Prophet, and who clung fast to his religion, God permitted
His Prophet to fight and to revenge himself for their op-
pression, and tyranny.

The revelations of the second period, therefore, relate
principally to questions of war and internal organization,
such as spoil's, zakat, marriage, inheritance, usury, transgres-
sions, etc. The general characteristic of these revelations is-
that they are casual, for they were revealed as the circum-
stances required. They were never meant to be, and they
are not, a well-rounded system of law. They nevertheless
form one of the cornerstones on which the elaborate edifice
of fiqh has been gradually erected.

During the life of Mohammed the Koran was in a scat-
tered form, there being no complete collection of all the
revelations. As, however, many of the Companions of the
Prophet, who knew by heart shorter or longer passages of
the Koran, fell dead in battle after the death of the Prophet,
it was feared that some of the holy passages might be
forever lost.

The first successor of Mohammed in the leadership of
Islam, Abu Bakr, charged a young man by the name of
Zayd Ibn Thabit, who had formerly served as scribe to the
Prophet himself, to make a written collection of all the re-
vealed passages.' Out of the existing notes, as they had
been inscribed on scraps of paper, palm-leaves, flat bones,
stones, etc., and by reference to the memories of reliable
persons, Zayd gathered together as many as possible of
the scattered revelations. The first collection was probably
intended for the personal use of Abu Bakr and received no
official character.